
Annual report

Peace    Democracy    Human Rights

20
17



Part of the Oslo Center team 2016.



BUILDING DEMOCRACY
TAKES TIME

Despite the many events which have 
challenged the state of democracy 
worldwide in 2017, the Oslo Center 
remain focused on our goal – a world 
consisting of stable democracies  
respecting equality, human dignity  
and human rights. 
     
Throughout 2017 we have provided compara-
tive knowledge, shared practical experience, 
created venues for conflict prevention,  
facilitated dialogues and contributed to 
strengthening responsible leadership. 

We view democracy as the only sustainable 
system of governance that, over time, can 
guarantee people’s basic rights and at the same 
time secure peaceful development of a society. 
We have three basic assumptions that guide 
our work as an independent and non-partisan 
democracy assistance center; 

We value integrity and the importance of  
building trust through relationships based on 
respect and of democracies that are home-
grown and anchored in local ownership.

We highlight the importance of inclusivity  
and equality in political representation and 
participation; stress the importance of human 
rights; and pay special attention to gender 
equality, the rights of minorities, and the  
rights of vulnerable and marginalized groups. 

We take a practical, long-term approach to 
democracy assistance, acknowledging that  
democratic change is a process that takes time. 

The Oslo Center will continue to take a  
holistic approach to democracy assistance, 
working with political parties, institutions  
and civil society. We are committed to  
assisting young and emerging democracies 
through strengthened democratic processes 
and institutions. 

President of the Oslo Center
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BUILDING INSTITUTIONS –
STRENGTHENING PROCESSES
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By providing technical assistance and 
support to government institutions, 
political parties, legislation and civil 
society, the Oslo Center has worked 
to support inclusive and democratic 
structures and processes in countries 
in Africa, Asia and Europe. 
 
    

STRENGTHENING DEMOCRATIC PROCESSES

In 2015, the Oslo Center took its first steps into 
Europe, namely Ukraine. This year, through a 
range of seminars and training sessions on 
consensus and coalition building, key actors 
from the Ukrainian Parliament, Verkhovna 
Rada, have shared international experiences 
with practitioners across other parliaments 
and governments. The Oslo Center is engaged 
through a program with the National Demo-
cratic Institute (NDI) on the ongoing reform 
processes in Ukraine, with the aim of assisting 
political parties with tools to overcome political 
barriers and deadlocks.

In Somalia we have implemented a program 
assisting aspiring political parties to become 
more democratic, functioning and representative. 
The main aim has been to prepare them for the 
registration process of political parties initiated 
in mid-2017, a direct result of the Oslo Center’s 
engagement on the political party law. Several 
of the political parties that the Oslo Center has 

assisted since 2010 have been temporarily  
registered. Consequently, the Oslo Center has 
provided support to the establishment and  
coordination of the National Independent  
Electoral Commission. Emphasis has been put 
on the women and youth wings of the political 
parties, demonstrated by the establishment of a 
parliamentary youth caucus and provided  
comparative experiences and meeting places 
for the process. In addition, the Oslo Center has 
worked closely with the Office of the Prime  
Minister and provided organizational  
comparative knowledge, as well as country 
specific recommendations.   

SUPPORTING POLITICAL PARTIES
The Oslo Center offered technical assistance 
to political parties in Kenya to enable them to 
comply with the Constitution 2010 and ensuring 
electoral legislations. The assistance focused 
on three major areas: inclusivity of the people 
and party structures in a consultative policy 
development process, compliance with electoral 
law on party nomination process and construc-
tive consultations in coalition building. The Oslo 
Center also assisted parties in evaluating their 
compliance with the law and performance in 
the nominations and the 2017 elections, funded 
by the Royal Norwegian Embassy in Nairobi.

In 2017, we implemented a sub grant from 
NDI on party agent training in advance of the 
Kenya election of 2017. The program aimed at 
improving the quality and quantity of informa-
tion available to all political parties for effective 
observation of the 2017 election. The program 
also had a specific objective to strengthen the 
capabilities of the Jubilee Party and National 
Super Alliance (NASA) to conduct a credible 
qualitative observation of the 2017 election. In 
the realization of the importance of the party 
agents in the electoral process, the Oslo Center 
assisted in the development and printing of elec-
tion observation checklists for Jubilee Party and 
NASA coalition. The Oslo Center in collaboration 
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with NDI, Office of the Registrar of Political 
Parties and Independent Electoral Boundaries 
Commission developed and printed Election 
Agents’ Manual 2017 and the Election Agents’ 
Fact Sheet 2017 for all political parties fielding 
candidates. The Oslo Center further assisted in 
the training of political parties’ agents.
 
The Oslo Center also carried out a program 
on inter-political party engagement in peace 
building and conflict mitigation and resolution 
supported by the Belgian Embassy in Nairobi. 
One of the main results of the program was for 
the Political Parties Liaison Committee Steering 
Committee (PPLCSC), along with all registered 
political parties, to develop a mechanism where 
political parties can find solutions to tension, 
mitigate conflict and/or resolve conflict pre-, 
during or post-election. Another main result was 
for the PPLCSC to implement public outreach 
activities promoting peaceful campaigns.

In cooperation with NDI and EISA, the Oslo 
Center initiated a program in 2017 funded by 
the Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace. The project aims at creating innovative 
bottom-up indicators of citizen inclusion and 
confidence (CIC) in transitional processes that 
can inform national and international policy-
makers’ understanding of citizen priorities 
around inclusion. The project will produce new 
research and analysis to guide policymaking  
on mechanisms that increase public confidence 
and citizen inclusion in transitional political  
processes in Kenya, South Sudan, and beyond.

In Nepal, the Oslo Center has provided technical 
support to political parties. The objective has 
been to share and discuss the Law on Political 
Parties, among key actors and the general 
public. By providing technical expertise and 
comparative knowledge through hosting  
dialogues at the national and provincial level, 
we have worked to increase synergies between 
the different actors and institutions. 

We also provided technical assistance to 
political parties on forming and working in 
government coalitions through consultation 
meetings and dialogue. 

INCLUSIVE LEGISLATION 
– A PREREQUISITE FOR DEMOCRACY

As a result of the work in Nepal in 2016, a 
constitutional mapping report was launched in 
early 2017 entitled ‘Identification and Prioriti- 
zation of Laws Necessary for the Implement- 
ation of the Constitution’. The report has been 
declared a road map for the Ministry of Law, 
Justice and Parliamentary Affairs as it identifies 
over 350 laws that need to be amended or drafted, 
as well as the priority between the different 
laws related to the new federal state formation. 
The mapping is also meant to inform the public, 
civil society and the media about the implement- 
ation of the constitution – allowing them to be 
actively involved in the lawmaking process. 
This mapping not only works as a practical tool 
for identifying the laws, but is also a means to 
ensure that the new laws are inclusive in nature 
and require a great deal of public participation.
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DEMOCRACY AND 
CIVIL SOCIETY

For several years, The Oslo Center has assisted 
local initiatives in identifying mechanisms for 
dialogue, consultations and citizens’ engagement 
using democratic and peaceful means to address 
grievances and issues of concern. This is seen as 
one way to prevent youth from joining radical, 
violent and extremist groups with the hope 
that their problems could be addressed through 
alternative and constructive platforms. This 
is one of the reasons behind the Oslo Center’s 
engagement with the Mombasa Youth Assembly 
(MYA) in Kenya, a project funded by the Royal 
Norwegian Embassy in Nairobi. 

MYA is a youth initiative where the concerns 
from the youth are discussed and recommenda-
tions are forwarded to the relevant local, county 
and national actors. MYA has become a force 
in the local political debate. The Oslo Center 
also supported school based Peace Clubs, which 
have contributed to increased knowledge and 
engagement in how the community can seek 
local solutions, secure peaceful co-existence and 
cooperate with local authorities. Peace Clubs 
have proved to be a source of positive role 
models for the youth in the area. 

EDUCATION PROJECT IN THE 
KYRGYZ REPUBLIC

Since 2015, the Oslo Center has supported the 
Kyrgyz authorities in developing a secular, 
neutral and non-confessional school subject on 
the history of religion for 9th graders. The aim 
of the new school subject is for students 
to obtain knowledge about history of religion 
and contemporary expressions of religion, to 
develop tolerance and critical thinking as well 
as to prevent radicalization. Introducing a 
subject about religion in schools, aims at raising 
the students’ knowledge and awareness of 
human rights, particularly freedom of religion 
and belief, and develop their skills and 
understanding of how to live together in a 
multi-ethnic and multi-confessional society. 

The new school subject will be tested in 
56 secondary schools across the country during 
the spring of 2018. The authorities plan to 
implement the new subject in all secondary 
schools in the country in the 2018/2019 school 
year. Developing this new school subject 
has been done in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Education and Science and the 
State Commission on Religious Affairs in the 
Kyrgyz Republic.
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ACTIVITIES
IN NORWAY

ANNUAL SEMINAR: PRIORITIES IN 
NORWEGIAN FOREIGN POLICY  

In May, the Oslo Center hosted its Annual 
Seminar focusing on priorities in Norwegian 
foreign policy in advance of the fall’s parliamen-
tary election. In Norway, the pre-election 
campaign tends to focus on the domestic issues, 
but according to the Norwegian Peace Council, 
77% of voters believe foreign policy, defense 
and security issues need to be included in the 
campaign. The Annual Seminar included a debate 
between the Prime Minister of Norway, 
Erna Solberg, and the leader of the Labour Party, 
Jonas Gahr Støre. 

“International politics have been turbulent in the 
recent year. The US and French elections as well 
as the growth of right-wing extremist movements 
highlight this,” said Kjell Magne Bondevik, 
President of the Oslo Center. The debate featured 
an important discussion on the parties’ foreign 
policy priorities and the consequent effects on 
democratic development, human rights, aid and 
the UN Sustainable Development Goals. 

ARENDALSUKA 2017

During ‘Arendalsuka’, an annual forum for 
political debate in Norway, the Oslo Center 
along with Stiftelsen Arkivet and several other 
organisations hosted a democracy dialogue. 
The democracy dialogue was the second of 
three Nordic events and the main topic was 
Communication and Influence, and consisted of 
seven debates and panel discussions during the 
week. 

The events touched on topics such as; youth and 
influence – believing in the conversation not the 
conflict, values and social control, power with 
no mandate – use of social media and PR 
agencies in the political conversation, how to 
create trust in our politicians and our 
democratic system, and looking at local and 
national solutions in a global world. The third 
and final democracy dialogue will take place in 
Sweden in 2018.
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WHERE
WE WORK

OSLO CENTER VISION 
A world consisting of stable democracies respecting equality, human dignity and human rights.

OSLO CENTER MISSION
The Oslo Center is an independent, non-partisan democracy assistance center that assists the  
strengthening of democratic political institutions and processes.

Oslo

Kathmandu

Nairobi
Mogadishu

= Head office

= Regional office

= Project countries
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ABOUT
THE OSLO CENTER

We believe we can achieve more by enhancing political cooperation and responsible leadership
through long-term cooperation, and by working in partnership with governments and other actors.

We have two main groups of partners:
(1) Partners with whom we implement programs and activities; and
(2) Partners with whom we collaborate from a strategic perspective.

In addition, we maintain contact with a wide range of other local, national and international
networks, organizations and individuals that are regarded as important in the execution of our
programmes and activities.

OSLO CENTER US FOUNDATION
An MoU with the Oslo Center US Foundation and Norway Hub at Augsburg College in Minnesota, USA  
focuses on providing financial and professional support for the success of the Oslo Center mission and vision.

BOARD MEMBERS
Mr. Sverre Lodgaard (Norway) Chairman of the Board. Senior Research Fellow of the Norwegian
Institute of International Affairs (NUPI). Ms. Lone Dybkjær (Denmark) Member of Parliament,
Member of the EU Parliament, Minister of Environment. Ms. Turid Leirvoll (Denmark)
Party Secretary of Socialist People`s Party (SF) in Denmark. Mr. Raymond Johansen (Norway)
Governing Mayor of Oslo (Labour Party). Mr. Stig Olav Jacobsen (Norway) Investor, Berg Jacobsen
Group. Mr. Knut Vollebæk (Norway) Former Minister of Foreign Affairs. Ms. Cecilia Bylesjö Staff
representative, Director of Programs. Substitute representatives: Ms. Julie Christiansen
(Norway) Former Member of Parliament. 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
The Board of Trustees is an advisory board consisting of 34 members from several parts of the world. 
The trustee members, both Norwegian and international, brings a diverse background of experiences 
including national and international politics, international diplomacy, academia and civil society. 
In 2017 the Board of Trustees was chaired by former President of Iceland, H.E. Vigdis Finnbogadottir.
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