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BUILDING DEMOCRACY
TAKES TIME
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2016 has been a year of many
achievements. In May the Oslo Center
celebrated its tenth anniversary,
and throughout the year we have
strengthened our efforts in several 
countries, focusing on democratic
institutions, processes, legislation and
civil society.
     

In a world of international crises, such as the
civil war in Syria, the extremely dire situation
in Yemen, the political deadlock in South Sudan,
as well as setbacks in democratic development
– in Europe and elsewhere – we strongly believe
that supporting democratic development has
never been more important.

Despite several challenges for the state of
democracy worldwide, we consider democracy 
to be the only sustainable system of governance 
that, over time, can guarantee people’s basic 
rights and at the same time secure the peaceful 
development of a society. Therefore, the Oslo 
Center will continue to provide comparative 
knowledge, share practical experience, 
create meeting places for conflict prevention, 
facilitate dialogue and contribute to 
strengthening responsible leadership.

In our renewed strategy there are three basic
assumptions that will continue to lay the

foundation for all our endeavors in the
foreseeable future.

Integrity – we acknowledge the importance 
of building trust through relationships based 
on respect, and of democracies that are  
homegrown and based on local ownership.

Inclusivity – we highlight the importance of
inclusivity and equality in political represen- 
tation and participation; stress the importance
of human rights; and pay special attention to
gender equality, the rights of minorities, and the
rights of vulnerable and marginalized groups.

Commitment – we take a practical, long-term
approach to democracy assistance, acknow- 
ledging that democratic change takes time.

Our commitment to listen to local partners  
and to fully facilitate an inclusive and holistic
process in all aspects of democracy assistance
is one of the principles guiding our work.
The Oslo Center will continue to take a practical,
long-term approach in our work for a more
democratic world.

President of the Oslo Center
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BUILDING INSTITUTIONS –
STRENGTHENING PROCESSES
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By providing technical assistance
and support to processes, govern- 
ment institutions, political parties, 
legislation and civil society, in 2016 
the Oslo Center has worked to 
support inclusive and democratic 
structures and processes in countries 
in Africa, Asia and Europe.
    

STRENGTHENING DEMOCRATIC PROCESSES

Democracy is multifaceted and requires that
institutions perform and fulfil their respective
roles and responsibilities. The Oslo Center
assists individual institutions, such as political
parties, electoral management bodies, commis-
sions and civil society, to strengthen their internal 
democratic design. Similarly, it is important
to work with inter-institutional mechanisms and
processes involving more than one institution,
and to stimulate political cooperation within 
and between these institutions. This is of par-
ticular importance in relation to strengthening 
political trust and stability, in agreeing on issues 
of national importance, and in pursuing reforms, 
and thereby strengthening democratic systems.

In Somalia we have implemented a programme
to prepare aspiring political parties to become
democratic, functioning and representative
organizations, and to prepare them for the regis-
tration process for political parties and for the
upcoming election. The Oslo Center has support-

ed political parties with technical knowledge on
issues related to internal democracy, internal
party processes, and the roles and responsibilities 
of political parties in a multi-party system.
Since 2012, we have supported the parliament
in Somalia through a secondment program
providing national technical expertise in areas
requested by the parliamentary committees to
enhance their ability to make strong and well-
formulated decisions. We have also supported a 
parliamentary ad-hoc committee with the  
development of the first Somali political party law 
outlining the legal and regulatory framework  
within which political parties should operate. This 
law was signed by the Somali President in 2016. 
The work in Somalia has throughout the year 
focused on long term preparation for a multi-party 
system with representative political parties.

In the Kyrgyz Republic, the Oslo Center, in 
cooperation with the Norwegian Helsinki  
Committee, assisted in efforts to strengthen 
democratic institutions and practices in the 
Kyrgyz Republic. This was achieved through 
workshops for members of the Kyrgyzstani  
parliament, Jogurku Kenesh, with the objective 
of assisting members of parliament to obtain 
more competence and expertise in law-making.

In 2015, the Oslo Center took its first steps into
Europe, namely Ukraine. This year, through a
range of seminars and training sessions on 
consensus and coalition building, key actors from 
the Ukrainian Parliament, Verkhovna Rada, have 
shared international experiences and best  
practice from practitioners from other parlia-
ments and governments. The Oslo Center is  
engaged through a program with NDI on the  
ongoing reform processes in Ukraine, with the aim 
of assisting political parties with tools to over-
come political barriers and deadlocks. A guide 
on consensus building will also be developed 
in cooperation with NDI in 2017. The NDI-Oslo 
Center’s publication “Coalitions: A guide for the 
Political Parties” was translated to Ukrainian.
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SUPPORTING POLITICAL PARTIES

The Oslo Center has given technical assistance
to political parties to enable them to comply
with the legal framework for policy develop-
ment and party nominations. It has also assisted 
in establishing and strengthening an inclusive 
consultative processes within the parties on 
both the national and county level. The political 
and electoral reforms that were introduced 
by the Constitution of Kenya 2010 required a 
transition in the way political parties oper-
ated. Therefore, the aim has been to assist in 
developing, operationalizing and strengthening 
mechanisms for the implementation of key laws 
including the Political Parties Act, Elections Act, 
Election Offences Act and Campaign Financing 
Act. Creating consensus on the implementation 
of these has been a key component, and the 
revitalization of the Political Party Liaison  
Committee in 2016 was a major achievement.

In 2016, we implemented a sub grant from NDI
Kenya on: Strengthening Political Parties to
Become More Responsive, Representative Insti-
tutions. We specifically assisted political parties
to employ new methods to improve their policy
development and implementation functions,
with a specific focus on regular and interactive
engagement with constituents. We also assisted
in promoting effective governance and service
delivery in selected counties by focusing on the
representative role of political parties, based on
lessons learned in two pilot counties.

This year we have also provided technical

support to the political parties in Nepal with the
objective of sharing and discussing the draft Bill 
on Political Parties, among the political parties, 
their women’s and youth wings, and govern-
ment officials. By providing technical expertise
and comparative knowledge through hosting
dialogues between the key actors at the national
and provincial level, we have worked to 
increase synergies between the different actors 
and institutions. In 2016, we also provided tech-
nical assistance to political parties on forming 
and working in government coalitions through
consultation meetings and dialogue. Also, the 
NDI-Oslo Center’s publication “Coalitions: A 
guide for the Political Parties” was translated 
from English to Nepali.

INCLUSIVE LEGISLATION –
A PREREQUISITE FOR DEMOCRACY

In acknowledging the importance of legal frame-
works, in 2016 the Oslo Center assisted with
the development and revision of constitutions,
laws, election campaigns, and the process of
operationalizing legislation through regulations,
guides and handbooks. In our work we 
are always underlining the importance of 
adhering to international legal obligations and 
humanitarian standards in constitutions and 
other legislation.

As a result of the work in Nepal in 2016,
a constitutional mapping report was launched
in early 2017 entitled ‘Identification and Prioriti-
zation of Laws Necessary for the Implementation 
of the Constitution and the Current State of Law 
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Making’. The report has been declared a road 
map for the Ministry of Law, Justice and Parlia-
mentary Affairs as it identifies over 350 laws 
that need to be amended or drafted, as well as 
the priority between the different laws related 
to the new state formation i.e. with a federal 
state system, and the timeframe for the work 
ahead. The mapping is also meant to inform the 
public, civil society and the media about the 
implementation of the constitution – a crucial 
aspect of further democratic development in the 
country – to help them to be actively involved 
in the law making process. This mapping not 
only works as a practical tool for identifying the 
laws but is also a means to ensure that the laws 
being made are inclusive in nature and require 
a great deal of public participation.

DEMOCRACY AND CIVIL SOCIETY
For the Oslo Center ‘trust’ and ‘confidence’ are
key words when developing and maintaining
relations with both the political majority and
minority, with the government, the opposition,
and civil society. The Oslo Center recognizes 
that strengthening the democratic culture 
includes changes of mindset and behavior, and 
to promote and enhance democratic governance, 
a strong civil society is essential.

We have assisted local initiatives in identifying
mechanisms for dialogue, consultations and
citizens’ engagement using democratic and
peaceful means to address grievances and  
issues of concern. This can be one way to prevent 
youth joining radical and violent groups with 
a hope of their problems being addressed. This 
is one of the reasons behind the Oslo Center’s 
engagement with the Mombasa Youth Assembly 
(MYA) in Kenya. MYA is a youth initiative where 
the concerns from the youth are discussed and 
recommendations are forwarded to the relevant 
local, county or national actors. MYA has 
become a force in the local political debate. We 
have also supported school based Peace Clubs, 
which have contributed to increased knowledge 

and engagement in how the community can seek 
local solutions, secure peaceful co-existence and 
cooperate with local authorities.

In South Sudan and Myanmar,  together with 
our partners South Sudan Youth Participation 
Agency (SSYPA) and United Nationalities Youth 
Forum (UNYF) in Myanmar, we have assisted in 
uniting youth across ethnic divides, engaging 
them in relevant political and governance issues 
and contributing to achieve peace and  
reconciliation at local and national levels. Youth 
from every corner of both countries have met 
and been able to identify issues of common 
concern, and raised those issues to relevant 
stakeholders.

GOOD GOVERNANCE
Missing legislation, corruption and violations
of human rights are too often linked to the
exploitation of natural resources. The Oslo 
Center recognizes that democratic institutions 
and governments should be able to deliver to 
their people. Therefore, management of natural 
resources was included in our portfolio of
democracy assistance in 2016. Based on 
Norwegian experiences with the management 
of oil and gas reserves, the Oslo Center has 
provided valuable contributions to a better, 
more prudent and transparent management of 
mineral resources, primarily in Asia. We have 
conducted workshops in Mongolia, Myanmar 
and the Kyrgyz Republic – in collaboration with 
the President and Foreign Ministry of Mongolia 
– highlighting different elements of the good
management of natural resources.

OTHER ACTIVITIES
In the Kyrgyz Republic, in close collaboration 
with The Ministry of Education and Science, 
the Oslo Center has assisted in creating a new
school subject on the history of religion. The 
aim of the new subject is to lead to a better 
understanding and appreciation of religious and 
ethnic pluralism in the country.
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ACTIVITIES
IN NORWAY

TENTH ANNIVERSARY: BUILDING
DEMOCRACY IN A TURBULENT WORLD  

In May we celebrated our tenth anniversary
highlighting the challenges related to democracy 
building in an increasingly turbulent world. Kofi 
Annan, former UN Secretary General and guest 
of honor, stated in his speech at the anniversary 
celebration that: “The task before us today, is no 
longer simply to campaign for democratic princi-
ples; we have to make sure that those principles 
are actually implemented“. It is in this spirit 
that we have continued to work for democratic 
principles to be implemented to achieve real 
democratic change.

President of the Norwegian Parliament, Olemic
Thommessen, Prime Minister of Norway, Erna
Solberg, Secretary General of the Council of
Europe, Thorbjørn Jagland, secretary general
of International IDEA, Yves Leterme, and vice
president of NDI, Shary Brian, were among the
guests of honour. We consider their speeches, 
support and presence at the anniversary celebra-
tion as a highly regarded recognition of the work 
we are doing in the field of democracy assistance.

DISCUSSING POLITICAL PARTIES
AT UTØYA

In June, together with the Norwegian Labour
Party and the Norwegian Christian Democrats,
we organized the Political Party Peer Network
conference at Utøya. More than 100 representa-
tives from all over the world joined the discus-
sions, with representatives from political party 
assistance provider organizations, political
parties, civil society representatives, donors and
academics. The main focus of the conference 
was to discuss how political party assistance 
providers can provide assistance on how 
political parties better can organize and 
work differently and by that become more 
participatory and inclusive organizations. 
Focus has been on how use of technology 
can shift from relying on personalities and 
clientelism to debating and implementing 
policies and platforms. Additionally, topics 
related to money in politics and how political 
parties can utilize new technology in party 
work were discussed, leading to recommen-
dations for assistance providers, stakeholders 
and donors.
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WHERE
WE WORK

OSLO CENTER VISION 
A world consisting of stable democracies respecting equality, human dignity and human rights.

OSLO CENTER MISSION
The Oslo Center is an independent, non-partisan democracy assistance center that assists the  
strengthening of democratic political institutions and processes.

Oslo

Kathmandu

Nairobi
Mogadishu

DEBATING DEMOCRACY 
We have also received several guests from Norway and abroad. Among them we would especially like
to thank President Thabo Mbeki, Madeleine K. Albright, Mourou Abdelfattah, Paride Taban and John
Asworth. They and many others have all shared valuable knowledge and contributed greatly to the
discussions at our series of lunch seminars in Oslo.

= Head office

= Regional office

= Project countries



INCOME AND
EXPENDITURE

2016 2015

INCOME
Contribution 12 606 572 15 209 251 
Other income 4 357 405 1 779 062
TOTAL INCOME 16 963 977 16 988 313

COST FROM OPERATIONS
Compensation and social costs 8 510 413 7 151 877
Depreciation 2 124 21 838 
Other operating expenses 11 763 008 8 692 109
TOTAL COST FROM OPERATIONS 20 275 544 15 865 824

PROFIT & LOSS FROM OPERATIONS  -3 311 567  1 122 489

FINANCE
Interest income 10 199 79 295
Financial income 13 073 46 966 
Interest expenses 131 -1 214 
Financial expenses -48 864 -47 385
TOTAL FINANCE -25 460 77 661

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE -3 337 028 1 200 150

ALLOCATIONS
To other equity
From other equity

0
-3 337 028

1 200 150 
0

TOTAL ALLOCATIONS -3 337 028 1 200 150

The Oslo Center receives project
funding from the Norwegian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and other 
institutional donors. 

The Oslo Center also receives private
donations. These contributions have
been given without preconditions other 
than those which follow from the Oslo 
Center’s vision and mission, by-laws,  
strategic plan and good accounting 
practice.
 
SPONSORS 2016 
• Scandic Hotels
• Arne Fredly
• Eiendomsspar
• Nordic American Tankers LMT
• James Raimer
• Mitt Distrikt Invest AS
• International Boundless Fellow Alliance  
 of Economic Development and Aid
• International Cooperation Fund 
 Mongolia
• Bergesenstiftelsen
• Fritt Ord
• Rimfeldt Eiendom AS
• Jacobsen Electro Group

INCOME 2016
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22.3%

Private donors /
other income

77.7%

Project funds



ABOUT
THE OSLO CENTER

We believe we can achieve more by enhancing political cooperation and responsible leadership
through long-term cooperation, and by working in partnership with governments and other actors.

We have two main groups of partners:
(1) Partners with whom we implement programs and activities; and
(2) Partners with whom we collaborate from a strategic perspective.

In addition, we maintain contact with a wide range of other local, national and international
networks, organizations and individuals that are regarded as important in the execution of our
programmes and activities.

OSLO CENTER US FOUNDATION
An MoU with the Oslo Center US Foundation and Norway Hub at Augsburg College in Minnesota, USA  
focuses on providing financial and professional support for the success of the Oslo Center mission and vision.

BOARD MEMBERS
Mr. Sverre Lodgaard (Norway) Chairman of the Board. Senior Research Fellow of the Norwegian
Institute of International Affairs (NUPI). Ms. Lone Dybkjær (Denmark) Member of Parliament,
Member of the EU Parliament, Minister of Environment. Ms. Turid Leirvoll (Denmark)
Party Secretary of Socialist People`s Party (SF) in Denmark. Mr. Raymond Johansen (Norway)
Governing Mayor of Oslo (Labour Party). Mr. Stig Olav Jacobsen (Norway) Investor, Berg Jacobsen
Group. Mr. Knut Vollebæk (Norway) Former Minister of Foreign Affairs. Ms. Cecilia Bylesjö Staff
representative, Director of Programs. Substitute representatives: Ms. Julie Christiansen
(Norway) Former Member of Parliament. Ms. Cecilie Hellestveit (Norway) Senior researcher,
International Law and Policy Institute/Atlantic Council in Washington DC.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
The Board of Trustees is an advisory board consisting of 34 members from several parts of the world. 
The trustee members, both Norwegian and international, brings a diverse background of experiences 
including national and international politics, international diplomacy, academia and civil society. 
In 2016 the Board of Trustees was chaired by former President of Iceland, H.E. Vigdis Finnbogadottir.
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Øvre Slottsgate 11
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E-mail: post@oslocenter.no
Telephone: +47 23 13 66 70

www.oslocenter.no
Twitter: @oslocenter

Facebook: The Oslo Center
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